
Saving Balanced Image. 
 
Last November at the Harrisburg sale Glengate Farms’ Manager Doug Nash was  
busy telling people what great shape the farm’s top sire Balanced Image was in at the age 
of 25. A few hours later he and farm owner Jim Bullock were debating on whether the 
horse should be put down. 
Here is the story of the extraordinary lengths that were taken to keep the Hall of Fame 
stallion alive. 
By Heather MacKay Roberts 
 
There can be no argument that Balanced Image is simply the best trotting stallion to have 
ever stood in Canada. From modest beginnings, the horse has churned out champion after 
champion. When his son Billyjojimbob captured the Elitlopp in Sweden in 1992, it made 
the world take serious notice of the horses being bred in Ontario. 
Two of his sons have won the holy grail of trotting, the Hambletonian – Yankee Paco in 
2000 and Amigo Hall last year. The list of his champions is long and impressive 
including Goodtimes, Glorys Comet, Earl, Impeccable Image and Rotation to name but a 
very few. 
After being retired from racing with career earnings of $177,000 in the early 1980s, the 
son of Noble Gesture-Well Molded, began his stallion career at Cantario Farms in 
Campbellville, Ont. (which now operates as Glengate Farms under the ownership of Pat 
and Jim Bullock). His initial stud fee was $3,000. That rose with his success and for the 
past several seasons it stood at $20,000. 
Doug Nash has been with the farm for 25 years, 22 of which he has looked after Balanced 
Image. It is readily apparent that despite Balanced Image’s well-known nasty disposition, 
the pair has formed a bond.  They also both suffer from diabetes, the condition which led 
to Balanced Image’s initial foot problems about six years ago caused by poor circulation 
that comes with that  
disease. 
“The circulation problems came from the fact that he had developed type two diabetes 
which is very similar to Cushing’s disease in horses which he has also developed in the 
last year or so,” explained Nash. “We injected dyes in his feet and x-rayed them and we 
could see where the blood flow actually stopped.  
“We called Dr. Ric Redden, who is a world renowned equine foot specialist in Kentucky 
and he came up and spent a day here. It was expensive but well worth it. 
“He did some radical trimming of his feet and we put a radical pair of shoes on him. 
Balanced Image derived a lot of comfort from that and it also stimulated blood flow into 
the rest of his foot. It was supporting and protecting it so we continued on with that for a 
number of years.  
“We were always conscious of the fact that his foot did not develop as most horses’ do on 
a monthly basis. So we would have to attend to it more, doing things like adding a slight 
irritant around the coronary band to increase the blood flow to his feet.” 
Over time Nash became concerned that the horse wasn’t getting enough exercise, so he 
decided that swimming would be beneficial for him.   



“I felt because of his age, his arthritis and his foot conditions, that probably swimming 
would be good for him, it certainly benefits elderly people.  We started taking him up to 
Argyle Farms (a few miles away) two or three times a week and he absolutely enjoyed it.  
“It kept him fit and it was great for him aerobically and it made him a fitter horse, a better 
breeding horse, and he had more of an appetite. We continued on that regime until last 
November.” 
That’s when the crash, as Nash calls it, came. 
Nash and Jim Bullock were at the mixed portion of the Harrisburg Sale where a couple of 
lifetime breedings to Balanced Image were to be sold. 
“I was getting numerous questions about his health, his age, as I always did. Because as 
each year passed everybody was more concerned about how he was doing. I assured 
everyone that he was great; he bred 150 mares and had just had one of his best years ever.  
“A few hours later we got the call that he’d crashed. We rushed home and the horse was, 
to say the least, in critical condition,” Nash recalled. 
“The structures in his front feet which support the bones in the foot had just simply let go 
and the bones collapsed down through his feet. His own weight drove them down. He 
looked like a severely foundered horse.  
“It was a form of founder, but there wasn’t the rotation of the coffin bone like you’d 
normally see. All of the blood vessels in his feet were traumatized so he had these 
horrendous abscesses in there and the pain was excruciating.  
“I was completely shaken by the whole thing. I mean to see this horse suffer the way he 
was, and the pained look in his eye, it was just so awful. And yet knowing the horse, I 
knew he wasn’t going to let it get the best of him either.  
“As difficult as he’s always been to handle and deal with, he wanted help. You could see 
that. Not only was our vet, Dr. Keith Calquhoun here, but we were very fortunate to have 
Dr. Mike Pownall as well. He’s a veterinarian in the area and is also a farrier and a foot 
specialist - an equine podiatrist.” 
They had contacted Dr. Redden who was in Europe at the time and it was his 
recommendation to call Dr. Pownall with whom he had worked previously. Pownall had 
taken several of Dr. Redden’s courses. 
“We’re really fortunate that we had a man of his expertise so close by. As well as the 
expertise of Keith, our own veterinarian,” said Nash. 
They worked frantically to ease Balanced Image’s pain through a heavy regiment of 
drugs including anti-inflammatories and analgesics.  
“It was touch and go, no question,” Nash remembered. “Mr. Bullock and I came to my 
office and shut the door, and we actually seriously discussed euthanizing the horse, not 
letting him suffer. But we decided that we would know when it had to be done; the horse 
would let us know.” 
At the same time the gentlemen made another important decision regarding Balanced 
Image’s future. 
“Mr. Bullock asked me that night: ‘what do you think about retiring the horse?’ It was a 
mutual decision. Jim said that he and Pat would provide for the horse for the rest of his 
life.” 
Thus ended the stallion career of one of best sires of all time. Now the fight was on to 
save his life. 



The next few days were harrowing for those treating the horse. He spent a lot of time 
laying down, which he had never done previously and it was a real struggle for him to 
regain his feet and bear any weight on them, but they did manage to make him 
comfortable. He was kept locked in his stall for the first time in many years as he had 
always had access to go outside any time he wanted. 
Holes were drilled in his feet to drain the abscesses and his feet were radically trimmed to 
relieve the pressure in the different areas. 
“We were also dealing with the shock to his system, so we had to be conscious of that,” 
Nash explained. “We had to do our best to keep him eating. It had been apparent for quite 
some time that we couldn’t feed him a lot of carbohydrates and starchy grains that would 
create sugars and give him spikes in his insulin levels.  
“He was getting the traditional analgesics and the anti-inflammatories such as Bute and 
Banamine and the equivalent of Tylenol Three for pain and that caused its own side 
affects with digestive upsets and colic. I’d already consulted with not only our own 
veterinarian but also with Jackie VandenBrink who is a nutritionist with Masterfeeds.  
“She has provided us with a special diet for Balanced Image since his onslaught of type 
two diabetes and Cushing’s. So she formulated another feed especially for him after this 
latest crisis.” 
However, Nash was becoming concerned with the effects of all the drugs that had to be 
administered to the horse to combat the pain, so he decided to see if there was a more 
natural way to treat him that would not be as hard on his system.  
“I spoke with Dr. Gordon Chang of the Alpha Omega products regarding herbal 
remedies. I wanted something that would be more agreeable than the prescription drugs 
for his digestive system but would still alleviate the pain,” Nash explained. “The drugs 
were contributing to an ulcer situation with him as well.” 
Dr. Chang developed a product especially for Balanced Image and its effectiveness in 
relieving the horse’s pain has made a believer out of Nash with respect to alternative 
medicine. 
“I knew a few people scoffed when I said I was looking into herbal remedies for him, but 
it was to the point that the drugs he was on could have killed him. He’d go from being 
constipated to having dirrahea and colic.  
You have to remember this isn’t a young horse we’re  
dealing with. I was even prepared to bring in an acupuncturist to deal with the circulation 
problems if he didn’t improve. 
“Dr. Chang created a product they now sell as ‘Anti-Flam.’ I started Balanced Image on 
it and gradually started weaning him off the other drugs. I can remember Dr. Pownall 
being here one day and he asked how much Bute Balanced Image was on. He couldn’t 
believe it when I said half a gram. But at that time the Anti-Flam was kicking in and we 
were anxious to cut down the drugs as quickly as we could so long as he remained 
comfortable.” 
Balanced Image now receives a daily dose of Anti-Flam as well as chromium for his 
diabetes and granulated Vitamin C because it’s an  
antioxidant. 
Nash believes that diabetes in horses is relatively common but in many cases it isn’t 
recognized as such. It is often mistaken for Cushing’s disease, as the symptoms are quite 



similar. With Cushing’s disease the thyroid isn’t working so Balanced Image has 
medication for that as well. 
Slowly but surely the horse responded to the treatments to the point that eight months 
later Nash says he’s gone from 10 per cent to 90 per cent, thanks in no small part to the 
special treatment he has received throughout that time. 
Nash is aided in the care of the horse by his son Jon, who is the farm’s stallionier, as well 
as lab technician, Matt Harrison who also assists with the stallions, farrier Dave Clute and 
vets Keith Calquhoun and Greg Worley.  
“He no longer wears the special shoes he had. The ones he wore initially had a rocker, 
similar to a rocking chair, and he could set his foot at whatever degree was comfortable 
for him. It was like a rocker on a hockey skate.  
“We even got to the point where he was barefoot for a long period of time. Now he’s 
wearing a light shoe just to protect the foot. He’s high maintenance on his feet. We’re 
constantly working with him and doing things to his feet.  
“We have a regular x-ray schedule where we x-ray and monitor what’s going on with his 
feet. He has to have regular trimming sessions because of all we’ve done, he’s actually 
growing foot faster then he ever did in all his life. But we’re able to maintain better 
circulation. It’s not total but it’s better.  
“Dr. Pownall comes in once a month now. It was once a week, and then every two weeks. 
He works with our regular farrier (Dave Clute). The horse also suffered residual pain and 
suffering in the back end because he was supporting all his weight back there. So we’ve 
had to deal with that situation too.” 
Balanced Image once more has full access to the outdoors  but Nash was concerned he 
wasn’t getting enough exercise so he now goes on the exerciser for a half an hour a day. 
“We actually turned it up the other day. He does intermittent walking and trotting then off 
he comes and has a bath, goes to his stall and goes outside and lets the whole world know 
he’s still number one.  
“The walking helps his heart and his lungs and keeps the blood flowing. A horse really 
has to depend on their feet expanding and contracting to pump the blood back up from 
their extremities. 
“It’s interesting to watch him. He’s learned how to turn to avoid any pain. The only time 
you’d see him flinch is if he kept his foot on the ground and turned. Now he’s learned to 
pick up his feet and turn around, like you’d do if you were wearing snowshoes or skis.” 
The horse is fed small quantities four times a day, which cuts down on the spikes and 
valleys in his insulin  
levels.  
Balanced Image also suffers from allergies with dust mite feces being his worst enemy. 
That’s one of the reasons he’s always been allowed to spend so much time outside. His 
stall has a soft floor and there are only enough shavings to soak up any moisture. 
“Long hay or straw would send him into orbit,” Nash reported. “We don’t bed with straw 
at the farm at all anymore.” 
In fact the horse almost died from one of his allergy attacks almost ten years ago. 
“In the fall of ’94 I can remember being at Woodbine with our consignment for the mixed 
sale. It was a fall day and kind of muggy and humid with a lot of golden rod around. I got 
a call that Balanced Image was in distress back at the farm so I told them to get the vet, 
dropped everything and rushed back. 



“When I got there he couldn’t get his air and he was pulling so hard to breathe air in, 
there was a shrill whistle sound coming from him. He was actually turning blue.  
“I have a oxygen tank at the farm for newborn foals so we got him hooked up to it. The 
vet gave him some antihistamines and Banamine and I loaded him in our trailer with the 
oxygen tank strapped right on his back with the oxygen going into him and I headed for 
Guelph.   
“When I got there they ran an endoscope into him and his lungs had what I can only 
describe as a real thick custard pudding in them. They were full.  
“They did a lung wash and chunks of this custard stuff started coming out and as it came 
out he started getting his air and his colour started coming back. I mean he was so blue 
going in there he could hardly walk, he was almost down he was staggering so bad.  
“Within fifteen minutes of getting all this stuff out, he was starting to turn pink again. 
They kept him there for the weekend, poured fluids into him and by the time we picked 
him up he was back to his old self.” 
Nash called upon Dr. Andrew Clarke from the Equine Research Centre in Guelph, whose 
area of expertise is respiratory problems along with Sue Raymond who is a researcher 
there. They set up monitors in the barns on the farm and on Balanced Image to track the 
dust levels and the way the levels changed during different times of the day,  during 
feeding, sweeping, etc. 
Allergy tests were also conducted on Balanced Image and it was determined that in 
addition to the dust mite feces he was also allergic to mould spores. The farm took 
measures to cut down his exposure to both as much as  
possible. 
“Right now the horse couldn’t be happier and healthier given his age and his difficulties 
and he’s pain free,” stated Nash with a smile.  
“Both Dr. Pownall and our own vet are so amazed by how well he has done. They simply 
can’t believe the will to be well with this horse but that’s the way he’s always been and 
that’s what’s made him the sire he is. He’s always been the exception to the rule. He has 
an extremely high pain threshold and he could also deliver a high amount of pain. 
“We knew he was really over the hump when he got Matt and John cornered in the stall 
one day. He’s not a kid’s horse, never has been. I’ve worked with him for 22 years and he 
does respond more to me then he does to others.  
“When he had the boys stuck in the corner of the stall it was just like a horse cutting 
cattle. He had them in the corner and wouldn’t let them get out and he was having a gay 
old time. I went out there and cussed at him a bit and he listened and backed off. But I 
don’t do it without a little bit of concern, either. He’ll let you do things and then he’ll just 
nail you after you get them done just so you know he let you do them.  
“To me there’s no question, it’s his own will power and stubbornness that’s kept him 
alive. And there was never any thought of sending him somewhere to spend his 
retirement. He’s happy here. We know him. We get along with him. He gets along with 
us.” 
The one thing that is certain is the horse will never be used to breed again, despite the 
continuous clamouring for his frozen semen. 
“We will never breed him commercially again. Number one, I know he couldn’t stand up 
to the stress and the schedule,” stated Nash. “Secondly, I’m almost sure that the 



medications that he’s on would be detrimental to his fertility to some degree. There’s just 
no way that he could service the number of mares that people want.  
“We were inundated with requests for his frozen semen and we didn’t have enough for 
everyone and you can’t give to one and not all. 
 “I’ve collected him two or three times just because he gets so upset when the other 
stallions are going down to the breeding shed and he’s not included. He whinnies at me 
every morning when I’m going into the breeding shed. So we’ve collected him just for 
his mental well being more than anything.  
“We know that he could never ever stand the stress of a regular breeding schedule. And 
some of the things we use on him, even though the sperm looks normal under the 
microscope, we know that there’s changes in the characteristics of the sperm.  
“We haven’t kept him eligible to any stakes’ programs so now a foal from him would not 
be of much value except perhaps a filly for breeding purposes. 
“Besides, he has nothing to prove to anybody, and the Bullocks said when we decided to 
retire him that even though he was a syndicated horse, that we the farm, Glengate, would 
take full responsibility of maintaining the horse and providing a home here for him for 
the rest of his life. And he’ll be buried here too when that time comes.”   
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