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the view downunder ~ Neale Donnelley

that after 10 weeks of confinement, the 
horse has been given the all clear, by the 
famous Massey University, to go back into 
work with trainer Mark Purdon.

His sudden loss of co-ordination at 
jogging speed is now a thing of the past, 
adding to the mystery of exactly what did 
go wrong.

Lyons says his latest information sug-
gests the horse is back to 100 per cent 
health, and is being prepared to go back 
to the racetrack.

“And he’s doing very, very well. I’m 

sure his new owners would love to see 
him race in the Northern Hemisphere at 
some stage. You don’t invest that much 
money in a horse unless you want to see 
them race, and I’m sure they would like to 
see him go there, set a mark, and then go 
to stud a proven champion in both hemi-
spheres,” Lyons notes.

Gary Lyons has a fabulous band of his 
own broodmares, including a mare called 
Child From The Sea (1:56), a half-sister by 
Astreos to sensation Somebeachsomewhere, 
the biggest Mach Three success story.

“I had her in foal to Mach Three but 
she lost the foal, so she’ll go back to him 
again this year, and hopefully we can get 
a three-quarter brother to Somebeach-
somewhere, that might be worth some-
thing,” he says laughing.

Among the impressive line-up of sires 
based this year at The Stallion Station, 
are Mach Three, Royal Mattjesty, Armbro 
Invasion, Day In A Life, Rustler Hanover, 
Riverboat King, Cammibest, Pacific Fella 
and Town Champion.

The Stallion Station gives breeders 
the opportunity to go to stallions at all 
ends of the scale, and it is also this year 
standing Courage Under Fire (In The 
Pocket), the former champion juvenile 
pacer who won his first 24 starts. Cour-
age Under Fire was unbeaten at two and 
three and is now carving out a highly suc-
cessful breeding career in New Zealand 
and Australia.

He has been based at New Zealand’s 
famous Nevele R Stud in Christchurch 
since retiring from the racetrack, but finds 
his way to The Stallion Station this year.

Lyons is rightfully proud of what he 
has achieved with The Stallion Station, 
and the prospect of Mach Three and per-
haps down the track, Auckland Reactor, 
adding form and quality to the place.

He says his own investment in the 
harness industry has been huge. When I 
asked him how much, after a prolonged 
pause he simply said: “A lot.”

What is it about modern harness rac-
ing? Here it is a sport we all thought gave 
everyone an opportunity to make a dol-
lar, even the battler.

Yet in three of the last four The View 
Downunder columns we have featured 
stories by Aussie mine-rich billionaire Clive 
Palmer, mega-rich builder and developer 
Kevin Seymour, and now the very wealthy 
Gary Lyons. These are seriously successful 
men each with an unbridled passion for 
the harness racing game. 

Maybe, just maybe, there’s a mes-
sage there.  

Neale Donnelley is a long time racing 
journalist who covered the sport for 20 
years for the Melbourne Sun. He now 
hosts a daily radio program dedicated to 
racing.
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misterizi
1:51-’08 ($348,515)

B.h.5 Mr Lavec – Ramerizi – Face To Face

Winner of the $300,000 Nat Ray at the Meadowlands in  
world record time of 1:51 – an incredible performance.
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A World Champion
Joins The Family

radical tabbi b.f.

Cantab Hall – Celtic Contessa – King Conch
A Cantab Hall half-sister to MAJESTIC SON 2,1:55.4, 3,1:52.4 ($1,992,157). 

From a half-sister to MISTERIZI 1:51-’08 ($348,515).

~ Consigned by ~

Selling this fall at the Lexington Selected Yearling Sale...




