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Breeders in Australia and New Zea-
land producing world class trotters 
who can race against the top Euro-

pean trotters on their own turf?
Leading trotters from the Northern 

Hemisphere coming downunder to 
compete with the best from Australasia 
at carnivals conducted in the Southern 
Hemisphere on an annual basis?

A pipe dream? No, a reality and it 
could all come to fruition within the next 
24 months.

Such is the resurgence of interest in 
the trotter in Australia and New Zealand 
over the last decade.

With the support of the controlling 
bodies and racing clubs and the energy of 
a handful of devotees, the ranks of trot-
ters has been on a such an upward spiral 
in respect of racing numbers, number of 
races conducted and the overall impro-
vement to the breed since the turn of 
the century that is now outdistancing its 
pacing cousin in all key categories.

In the 1992/93 season trotters com-
peted for $1.9 million over 612 races, an 
average of $3,240 per race. Last season 
a stakes pool of $8.2 million, an increase 
of 200 per cent, was available for trotters 
from 1,209 races with the average per 
race jumping to $6,806.  (See table at the 
end of this story.)

In New Zealand, there has been a 
similar upsurge in stake money and racing 
opportunities for square-gaiters. 

In the 2010/11 racing season the 
average stake for trotting events was 
$10,093, compared to $10,713 for pacers, 

while trotters represented 22 per cent of 
all horses bred in New Zealand and 22 per 
cent of races were for trotters.

Over the last 10 years the number of 
trotters bred in NZ has grown from 257 in 
1999/2000 to 707 in 2010/11.

The introduction of a number of rich 
new feature races and series, a proposed 
yearling sale exclusively for diagonally 
gaited horses, all trotting meetings at 
tracks in Victoria and New South Wales 
and the access to the best bloodlines in 
the world have been undeniable reasons 
behind the renaissance of the trotter 
downunder.

A new $500,000 Group 1 trotting 
classic to be run in 2014 is the catalyst for 
the renewed optimism among the trot-
ting fraternity in Australasia.

Part of Harness Racing Victoria’s stra-
tegic plan, the race, which replaces the 
former Inter Dominion Trotting Cham-
pionship, is expected to draw participants 
from the Northern Hemisphere and will 
be the richest single event on the Victo-
rian racing calendar.

A stand alone premium yearling sale 
for trotters with the purpose of attracting 
international buyers from New Zealand 
and the Northern Hemisphere, an increase 
in the proportion of stake money available 
for trotters from the current 17 per cent of 
total stakes to 25 per cent by 2015 and the 
further development of dedicated trotting 
events such as the fantastic Redwood  
Carnival and the Breed For Speed Series 
are among other initiatives outlined in 
HRV’s strategic plan.

The $200,000 Trans Tasman Trotters 
Challenge, to be run at Alexandra Park in 
Auckland on April 27 this year, is expected 
to be the forerunner of a series of carni-
vals set to entice horses from the Northern 
Hemisphere to compete in Australasia.

The brainchild of Melbourne trotting 
enthusiast Peter Chambers, the Trans 
Tasman will be run a week before the 
Rowe Cup, giving participants the oppor-
tunity to compete in two Group 1 events 
for a total of $350,000 in a seven-day 
period in Auckland.

In announcing this, Chambers said: 
“The trotters provide an outstanding 
spectacle and it is important that we pro-
mote and support the trotting industry. A 
fresh Trans Tasman Trotters Challenge is a 
forerunner to a race I want to see become 
international.

“The trotters are our best chance to 
further develop and grow our sport in 
Australia and New Zealand.”

Duncan McPherson, the principal of 
Aldebaran Park and a major benefactor 
of harness racing in Victoria, fully endor-
sed the remarks of Chambers.

“Undoubtedly the only true interna-
tional sport available to the Australian 
Standardbred industry is the trotter.  I 
believe that the realization by certain 
individuals within our sport three to five 
years ago and the impetus that those indi-
viduals have created by their pursuit for 
the introduction of bloodlines previously 
not available to Australia have silenced 
the critics and certainly strengthened the 
resolve of those individuals to ensure that 
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southern hemisphere racing has been dominated by the pacing horse but  
that is slowly changing.  interest in trotters is advancing and with more money  

hitting the table it appears to be destined for some big days ahead.
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the globalization of the sport is under 
way,” McPherson said.

“The steady improvement not only in 
the quality of the animal that we are able 
to put on the ground here in Australia  
but the continued development of  
trainers with the knowledge and skill 
base that they’re are gaining from within 
the industry is no doubt one of the under-
lying reasons as to why the trotter is now 
an accepted animal within what was  
previously an all pacing domain.”

McPherson said the push forward 
had been greatly assisted by several 
missions to Sweden, France and other 
European countries made by Australia’s 
‘Trotting King’ Chris Lang and the crew 
from Aldebaran Park over the last three 
years.

“It has generated interest from people  
in America and Europe in Southern  
hemisphere trotting which I believe was 
previously dormant,” McPherson stated.

McPherson said that during his 
latest European foray he had been 
approached by people from Belgium and 

France interested in pursuing commercial  
interests in the Southern hemisphere 
trotting scene.

“That has all come about by the fact 
that Sundons Gift competed strongly at 
the 2009 Elitlopp and the recognition that 
we do have trotters of world class that 
have recently been seen up in Europe.”

Commenting on the demise of the 
Inter Dominion, McPherson said: “We 
lose the tradition but we don’t lose the 
race.

“I think that the tradition is 
something that unfortunately we won’t 
be able to replace, but having said that 
I think going forward the Trans Tasman 
series in itself, given the fact that it moves 
between New Zealand and Australia, is an 
exciting development.”

“If it is timed with the Rowe Cup I 

think that carnivals could be created 
in the Southern Hemisphere which will 
attract Northern Hemisphere interest.

“I think that the recognition by the 
State Government and the Victorian 
Minister for Racing Dr. Denis Napthine, 
that they are fully supportive of the 
trotting gait in the move to expand the 
sport within the State, that’s a major 
step forward and stamps the approval of 
the deeds of individuals that have been 
pushing for the last three to five years. 

“A similar thing happened in 1990 
when the Thoroughbreds decided they 
needed to internationalize their sport 
and it took the Melbourne Cup carnival to 
another level.  The best thing that happe-
ned was Vintage Crop winning the 1993 
Melbourne Cup and it put the race on the 
world stage.

Trotting enthusiast Peter Chambers is behind the $200,000 Trans Tasman Trotters 
Challenge which they hope will be one of several races that will entice trotters 
from North America.
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“I have no doubt that the race that will be put on in Mel-
bourne which I understand Harness Racing Victoria and the 
Minister are working towards fully funding will no doubt lead to 
the potential of a race of international significance with inter-
national horses competing here.”

McPherson said there had been a lot of discussion with 
EQUIS and other organizations relating to the quarantining of 
Northern Hemisphere horses and that those discussions were 
well down the track.

“I know that Harness Racing Victoria will have represen-
tatives at the Elitlopp this year. Chris Lang and myself will be 
involved in introducing those delegates to owners from France, 
Belgium and Holland with a view of enticing them to compete in 
the proposed new international race,” McPherson said.

“We have already spread the word in America; one group 
went to Kentucky and the other group to Pennsylvania to the 
Harrisburg sales last year. We will continue to spread the word 
that the race is coming and we want international representa-
tion down here.”

McPherson outlined details of a new three-year-old trot-
ters’ classic, The Need for Speed, carrying a minimum stake of 
$60,000 with separate divisions for colts and fillies to be staged 
in Victoria in 2015.

 “Unlike the Breeders Crown, Vicbred and other futurity 
events The Need for Speed is open to horses from anywhere in 
the world. If you are thinking of importing a two-year-old trot-
ter out of America it will be eligible for the three-year-old Need 
For Speed race. It’s an extremely exciting development.”

“It means that the internationalization of our sport is one 
step closer because we now have available a race for juveniles 
from anywhere in the world which was previously unavailable 
to them.”

McPherson said the inaugural all trotters yearling sale will 

be held in March 2013 on the same day as the Breed for Speed 
night at Tabcorp Park Melton, near Melbourne.

“My vision is that we will have an all trotting night at metro-
politan headquarters and my dream and current push is for that 
to materialize with a yearling sale in the afternoon and a Group 
1 open trot, three legs of the Breed For Speed, plus the Prince of 
Speed and the Princess of Speed, and a Monte on a 10-race card 
of pure trotting with a carnival atmosphere,” McPherson stated. 

The Girls On Fire, a time trial series for trotting mares, held 
at Bendigo, Victoria on February 19, is another new initiative of 
McPherson, under the banner of Aldebaran Park. Among the 
seven triallists were Miss Warbucks, a Group 1 winner this sea-
son for Chris Lang, and the USA bred Cold Sister, a daughter of 
Like A Prayer owned by the Cold Mountain Stud, of Queensland 
mining magnate Clive Palmer.

Of course, downunder bred trotters competing on the 
world stage against the best from Europe and North America on 
foreign soil is not without precedent.

In the 1970s the bonny Kiwi mare Petite Evander competed  
in three Roosevelt International Trots and captured open 
and invitational features against the best trotters in America,  
earning a healthy $765,842 in stakes.

The brilliant Australian trotting mare Scotch Notch, win-
ner of the 1983 and 1985 Inter Dominion Championships and 
former Australasian mile record holder, campaigned with great 
success in the US where she won 18 races and earned in excess 
of $330,000.

Skyvalley, a stablemate of Sundons Gift, is being earmarked 
for the Elitlopp in 2013, along with stablemate Let Me 
Through.
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A decade later Knight Pistol, a pacing-bred gelding by The 
Contender bred in Victoria, captured the prestigious Harley 
Davidson Trot in Norway, a leg of the European Grand Circuit, 
while a trio of NZ bred Inter Dominion champions in Pride Of 
Petite (1996), a son of Petite Evander, Special Force (1999) and 
Lyell Creek (2001) all represented New Zealand in Sweden’s 
signature race, the Elitlopp.

The abovementioned sextet and the recently retired dual ID 
champion Sundons Gift have been trailblazers from downunder 
on the international trotting arena.

Skyvalley, a stablemate of Sundons Gift, is being earmarked 
for the Elitlopp in 2013, along with stablemate Let Me Through, 
who was an invitee for this year’s Group 1 but succumbed to 
injury, and in the years to come many more Australasian bred 
trotters are likely to be tilted at the rich spoils on offer in Europe.

But if the current plans of Harness Racing Victoria and Har-
ness Racing New Zealand come to fruition we are likely to see 
the cream of the European trotters campaigning en masse at our 
major tracks.

How good would that be?  And, there’s every chance that 
pictures of the downunder international trotting classics will 
be beamed live into Europe and North America with betting 
through local and overseas betting agencies!

The final word belongs to Jim Connelly, a major sponsor of 
square-trotting in Victoria and whose family has bred and raced 
exclusively trotters since the 1950s.

He said that the growth of the Redwood carnival and the 
fact that the Breeders Crown had equal billing with the pacers 
with a $180,000 two-year-old final this year had stimulated peo-
ple into investing in trotters.

Connelly cited parallels with the boom of the Thorough-
breds in Australia in the late 1980s.

“I see it as the same sort of era because that’s when the 

explosion of prize money started there and horses started to sell 
for a million dollars,” Connelly said.

“We might be on the cusp on something big.”   

The recently retired Sundons Gift is one of the best 
known trotters from downunder and competed in the 2009 
Elitlopp. His 2010 Inter Dominion victory may be viewed by 
clicking here.

AuSTrALIAN TroTTING STATISTICS
Year No. Races Total Stakes Avg. Stake per Race % Total Races

2010/11 1,209 $8,228,638 $6,806 7.99

2009/10 1,138 $7,849,553 $6,898 7.29

2008/09 1,081 $7,542,429 $6,977 7.01

2007/08 936 $6,519,414 $6,965 6.93

2006/07 1,021 $6,766,532 $6,627 6.55

2005/06 957 $6,146,152 $6,422 6.11

2004/05 938 $5,581,755 $5,951 5.87

2003/04 922 $5,259,495 $5,704 5.75

2002/03 913 $4,977,319 $5,452 5.62

2001/02 886 $5,041,897 $5,691 5.50

2000/01 898 $4,984,929 $5,551 5.76

1999/00 841 $4,981,007 $5,923 5.33

1998/99 796 $3,649,796 $4,585 5.06

1997/98 734 $3,435,823 $4,681 4.76

1996/97 735 $3,371,138 $4,587 4.70

1995/96 712 $3,193,083 $4,485 4.53

1994/95 702 $2,734,832 $3,896 4.50

1993/94 634 $2,191,019 $3,456 4.16

1992/93 612 $1,982,649 $3,240 4.07

Source:  Harness Racing Australia website



2012 REGISTERED STALLIONS

The following stallions have been registered with the Ontario Sires Stakes to date for the 
2012 breeding season (Please note: some late registering sires may not be listed). Only 
foals by a stallion properly registered with the Ontario Sires Stakes are eligible for the 
lucrative OSS program. Foals must be nominated by May 15th of their yearling year.

The Ontario Sires Stakes is part of the Ontario Standardbred Horse Improvement Program 
and is administered by the Ontario Racing Commission.

A Js Tycoon
Allamerican Native
Amigo Hall
Angus Hall
Armbro Count
Armbro Deuce
Armbro Nash
Armbro Ricochet
Armbro Worldwide
Art Colony
Artistic Fella
Ashanti
Astronomical
Badlands Hanover
Bennett Express
Bettors Delight
Big Jim
Boss Outlaw
Brazen
Button Up
Camluck
Caprino Hanover
Caseys Bonanza
Cheyenne Rei
Classic Card Shark
Cornaro Dasolo
CR Royal Flush
Daylon Boy
Daylon Frontier
Deweycheatumnhowe
E L Durango
Exclusives
Federal Flex
Fire On The Water

Goth Vader
Hallsworth
Have A Beer
Holiday Road
How Fleet He Is
In Conchnito
In The Irons
Jeremes Jet
Jimsboy
Joey Anderson
Johnny William
Kadabra
Keystone Nordic
Kyle Major
Lavecster
L H Stryker
Lincoln Parke
Lis Mara
M N M
Mach Three
Macs Crown K
Magoo
Majestic Son
Major Hottie
Major In Art
Manofmanymissions
Mister Big
Mr Lavec
Muscle Mass
Mutineer
Nelson Burdock
No Pan Intended
Nole
Oaklea Julian

OK Boromir
Perfect Union
Plesac
Ponder
Potato Race
Rambaran
Royal Mattjesty
Santanna Blue Chip
Secrets Nephew
Shadow Play
Sir Luck
Southwind Lustre
Southwind Lynx
Sportswriter
Stonebridge Regal
Striking Sahbra
Sweet Basil
Taste The Victory
Taylorlane Frankie
Tell All
Tigerama
Tulane
Tuxedo Charlie
Up Front Charlie
Up The Credit
Via Blaze
Vintage Master
Warken Class
Whosurboy
Windsong Espoir
Winstreak Hanover
Yankee Cam
Your Nemesis

OSS stallions.indd   1 12-02-08   10:28 AM




