
Trotting To
New Heights

Tom Durand and his wife June pose with their two talented trotters Whiskey Tax (left with Tom) and Tall Cotton held by June.



TOM DURAND is a licensed pilot, a computer programmer and an

astute horseman whose success with trotters stems from paying

attention to what they tell him. By Ashley Mayotte • Photos by Reg Garner

 
 

                      



When Tom Durand walks down
his shedrow at Florida’s
Winter Miles Trotting Centre

or his farm in Puslinch, Ontario, what the
trainer sees and hears is different from
most horsemen. 

Durand sees 10 unique trotters,
including the high-profile duo of
Whiskey Tax and Tall Cotton, each with
their own personality, quirks and voice.    

And it is by listening to their voices
that he attributes his success with such
champions as Casual Breeze, who scored
24 lifetime victories and over $1.3 million
in earnings between 1999 and 2002.

“I just kind of go with the flow and
feel my way along and let the horses talk
to me and tell me what they are ready to
do, because if you really listen, they are
talking to you all the time,” says Durand.

Being able to ‘hear’ them is a bene-
fit of being in the business for a long
time and having a small stable.  The mod-
ern day horse whisperer says if he’s on
the track and his horses are turning their
heads a little bit or are on one line, they
are trying to tell him something. 

If he’s in the barn and they are act-
ing differently than they normally
would, they are trying to tell him some-
thing.  He believes if horsemen are in
tune with their horses, they can tell right

away when something is wrong.
“A lot of them are just in it for the

racing and they should be racing cars
instead of horses because the horses are
secondary to them; it’s not about the
horse, it’s about them,” states the 55
year-old who, while in his third year at
the University of Guelph for the Bachelor
of Science and Agriculture program en
route to becoming a vet, decided he
would drop the books for a pair of lines. 

In Durand’s estimation, things have
changed dramatically over the years. 

As a 14 year-old boy rushing home
from school to jog his first horse on the
road, he felt it was important to form a
bond with them. 

“It almost seems like it’s not about
the horse anymore, it’s about how many
horses you have and how quickly you can
get the money out of them, so you can
get rid of them and get a new one,” says
the conditioner. 

“It’s too much of a production line.
They don’t really care about the horses.
For you to survive in this business for as
long as we have, you have to like horses.

“The disposability mentality is more
disturbing to me as I get older, though I
guess it has always been that way in this
business,” adds Durand. “Even when I
get a horse that is not going to make it

at the track, I really try hard to find the
horse a good home.”

In the Durand stable, every horse is
treated like an individual. June, his wife
of 28 years, is the primary caretaker of
their horses. 

“That’s how you get to know your
horse,” she says. “That’s probably why
over the years I haven’t hired much help
because I like to work with each horse
myself because I know them best. We
really are always trying to be observant
where some trainers, they just train for
someone else and it is just a job. To us, it
is more than a job.

“And they are happy,” June adds. In
the background, Durand pipes in with,
“They are spoiled.”

“They are very happy horses,” con-
tinues June, laughing. “I really feel that
when our horses go to the track, they
enjoy it.”

Durand likens it to owning a $40,000
car. 

Would you do something silly with it
like racing it through a swamp? No,
because you wouldn’t want to scratch it.  

Now, what if you spend the same
amount on a strapping, young colt?
Would you do something foolhardy like
training him excessively?

“I try to equate the amount of
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Tom Durand follows two adages when training horses:
“The slower you put them together, the slower they fall
apart,” and “If you take care of your horse, he will take
care of you.”



money you have invested in a horse with
something material that you can buy
with the same amount of money and
how you would look after it,” explains
Durand.  

“We are very careful with our horses.
We train them down slowly and try not to
do anything that will hurt them and our
investment.”

Two old adages that Durand has
always followed when training his horses
are: “The slower you put them together,
the slower they fall apart,” and “If you
take care of your horse, he will take care
of you.”

Durand, who has two other passions
besides horses, computer programming
and recreational aviation, earned his
pilot’s licence in 1982. If he enjoys as big
of a year as he did in 2011 with the pair
of aforementioned standout trotters,
Whiskey Tax and Tall Cotton, he plans to
purchase a four or six-seater plane. 

Whiskey Tax, a gelded son of
Revenue S - Bourbon Belle, owned by
Durand, June and long-time partner Al
Smith, surprised everyone with a second
place finish to Broad Bahn in the $1.5
million Hambletonian on August 6 at the
Meadowlands. 

It’s a race Durand has always
dreamed of winning, but now he might
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have to take it off his bucket list due to
the recent decision that would see the
historic race going back to a heat format. 

“I don’t like heat racing,” he states.
“I think it is really, really hard on horses.
It’s usually a hot day. The speed they go,
they have to go probably as fast in the
elimination as they do in the final. And
your horse can be really dehydrated and
exhausted to come back and do it again
the same day. It sets them back and
sometimes ruins their career.

“I would be very cautious of which
horses I would put through that,” he
adds. “‘Whiskey’ would have been one
that could have been able to handle two
heats, but I wouldn’t have known that at
the time I had to make the payments.”

Last year, Tall Cotton also helped
Durand have his second best year to date
with $676,942 in earnings. The home-
bred gelded son of Revenue S out of B
Cor Peatra is also owned by June, along
with breeder Lynn Baker and her sister-

in-law, Catherine Baker, and has earned
his way up to the Preferred ranks.  

That’s pretty good for a trotter who
almost didn’t survive a broken neck suf-
fered when he was three months old.
Although he has shown no ill effects
from his injury, Tall Cotton has tested
Durand’s patience. 

“We had to take some pauses in his
career,” he says. “At one time he was
having troubles with turns, another time
he was getting too excited behind the
gate and we had a few periods of just
plain bad behaviour.”

Tall Cotton’s aggressive personality
is difficult to deal with and at times
Durand will step back and wait on him

before going forward again.  Now at six,
Tall Cotton is becoming more mature and
easier to deal with.

The gelding truly is a testament of
the trainer’s horsemanship.

Yet, Durand remains humble about
his accomplishments and refuses to take
all the credit, instead acknowledging
June’s major role in the operation of his
stable. 

And why would anybody suspect his
opinions be any less strong about his
family?

“My wife, June, is the driving force
in our business,” Durand declares. “If it
wasn’t for her I would be nowhere,
because somebody has to have the pas-

One of Durand's top trotters last year was the Revenue S son Whiskey Tax
shown above winning the Simcoe Stakes at Mohawk last September. Perhaps
the colt's biggest achievement however, was finishing second in last year's
Hambletonian Final, which may be seen by clicking here.
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Hurry! Call Fashion Farms today at 215-598-0886 for applications!

BREEDERS!
A chance for you to cash in on the most

lucrative opportunity in the country awaits!

BROADWAY HALL
Sire of Hambletonian winner Broad Bahn, sire of 2-year-old trotting 
colt and PA Sire Stakes Champion Stormin Normand and 3-year-old 
trotting colt and PA Sire Stakes Champion Opening Night.

STUD FEE NOW: $7,500

Pennsylvania will have the high-
est purses in the country at The 
Meadows, Harrah’s Chester and 
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs 
for the overnights, claimers, 
stallion series and sire stakes 
during 2012.  Jump on the 
bandwagon to breed to two of 
the most successful stallions 
in the state.  Due to the dete-
riorating economy and until it 
shows substantial recovery we 
have reduced stud fees.

REAL ARTIST 
Artsplace - Rodine Hanover by Big Towner
More than $57 million in total progeny earnings.

STUD FEE NOW: $5,000



sion to get up at 5:30 in the morning
every day to go and deal with the horses.
I love horses, but I can’t do it on a seven
day a week basis the way she can.”

It’s the ideal relationship. 
“She makes me look good,” admits

Durand, who does 90 per cent of the
training, while June does 90 per cent of
the other jobs in the barn. 

June is equally modest. “It’s a com-
plete team effort,” she says.

For about 20 of the past 30 years,
the Brantford, Ontario native has ven-
tured to Florida for the winters.  Not only
because he dislikes the blistering cold
and snow, but because in 1979 he was
drawn to the Sunshine state. 

Feeling that since all the power-
house stables like Stanley Dancer and
Billy Haughton would go to Florida in
the winter to train and prep their horses,
he thought that must be the way it
should be done.

However, in 2008 and 2009, the

allure of good purses in the winter con-
vinced Durand to stay north. As it turned
out, he was disappointed with the out-
come. His horses that were racing were
not performing up to his expectations
and they were not making much money. 

“My partner Al Smith was astute
enough to recognize that every good
horse that I ever had was developed in
Florida, and he convinced me to go back
to what works,” Durand says. “And he
was right. Now my horses are being
trained like in the old days and they are
responding by racing exceptionally
well.”

Management of horses, he asserts, is
crucial. 

“How can I expect my horse to be in
peak form in the summer if I am grinding
away in the winter?” he says. “You don't
see San Pail racing every week. Even
though he is capable of steady winter
racing, Rod Hughes (the trainer of San
Pail) knows the risks of bad manage-
ment.”

He explains that any given horse
only has so many starts in them. To
Durand, it seems that a single winter race
can be like taking two starts off their
year. Whether it is the extreme cold or
frozen tracks, the impact on a horse is
cumulative.

So, once November rolls around, it’s
like clockwork. The Durands pack up and
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Durand's patience with the now six-year-old Tall Cotton has paid off as the
horse who suffered a broken neck as a youngster and was given little chance to
recover, has earned $245,000 so far in his career.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
N

ew
 I

m
ag

e 
M

ed
ia



Yonkers Raceway

Owner or Trainer Name Address Phone

                            

2012 George Morton Levy
Memorial Pace

March  24 First Preliminary $50,000 Each
March  31 Second Preliminary $50,000 Each
April      7 Third Preliminary $50,000 Each
April   14 Fourth Preliminary $50,000 Each

April  21 Fifth Preliminary $50,000Each
April  28 CONSOLATION   $100,000 G
April  28 FINAL $200,000 A

Nominations Close - March 1, 2012
Nomination Fee - $5,000 No Starting Fee No Supplements    (U.S. Funds Only)   

Conditions
1. These races will be conducted under the rules and regulations of New York State Racing and Wagering Board, Harness Racing Division, and Yonkers Raceway 

General Rules and Procedures.                                  
2. The fields and post positions for all races; preliminary, final and consolation will be drawn by lot.
3. All races are one mile.
4. If there is more than one division of any preliminary race, each division will race for the full advertised purse. If more than one division of any preliminary race is

required, right is reserved to race one or more of these additional divisions on the next two racing nights.
5. The final will be determined by points.  The horses with the most points will determine the final.

a. 50 points for 1st place finish: 25 points for 2nd; 12 points for 3rd; 8 points for 4th; 5 points for 5th.
b. 25 Points for each start. If any preliminary race is cancelled for any reason the horses entered receive 25 points.  Make-up races will solely be 

determined by the Raceway at their discretion.  If a make-up is re-scheduled, only those horses entered in the cancelled race may declare in, 
however, no points for starting will be given.

6. The final race will be limited to, but not restricted to eight separate betting interests.  Choice of a starter in the final of this series from those horses that are declared 
in of the horses with the same points will be drawn by lot, except that a non-stable entry will be given preference over a horse creating an entry.

7. A trainer and/or owner will be limited to only a two horse coupled entry in both the final and consolation. The consolation race must have six separate betting 
interests or it may be canceled by the raceway.

8. Purse Distribution: 50% - First, 25% - Second, 12% - Third, 8% - Fourth, 5% - Fifth.
9. Nominations close March 1, 2012.  Nomination fee: $5,000 - No Starting Fee.
10. Yonkers Raceway reserves the right to refuse any horse, trainer, driver and/or owner to race in this series.
11. Declarations to start will close at a prescribed time and date, and must be made for all preliminary final and consolation races. 
12. Should circumstances prevent the racing of any or all of these races; monies paid in will be refunded to owners of horses nominated unless one race of the series has 

been contested.  Yonkers Raceway may cancel any race which has more than a two-horse entry or does not have six separate betting interests. In the event of 
weather or other unforeseeable cancellation of the final race, a make-up will be made the following week or the next conceivable date. 

13. One charted line meeting the qualifying standards will be required within 30 days.  If continued satisfactory performance is not maintained in races, additional 
qualifying line(s) will be required and subsequent declarations rejected until this requirement is fulfilled.

14. Judges official order of finish will be used in determining eligibility to the Final events, exclusive of all appeals yet to be decided at the time of declaration to the 
Final events. In the case of a positive drug test, all appeals will be excluded from eligibility to final events until they are resolved by adjudication.

Nomination Blank 

               Make checks (U.S. Funds Only) payable to: YONKERS RACING CORP.
Mail to: RACE OFFICE - YONKERS RACEWAY CORP., - 810 Yonkers Ave. - Yonkers, New York 10704 .Phone: (914) 457-2627

Open FFA Pacing Series

$1,500,000 Estimated
Late Closing Series At Yonkers Raceway



truck the stable down to Winter Miles in Astor, Florida, which
is where they stay until April or May.  

It truly is a family affair.
While there, he will fly in his 24 year-old son, Stephen, who

has taken up farrier work, to shoe all his horses. 
And just like how the maternal member of the Durand

family, June, plays a key role in their success, Durand sees it the
same way when making new additions to the stable.

“When you go to the sale with a limited budget you want
to buy the most horse you can for the money. The way I found
to get the horse is to buy an off sire out of a good mare, a good
maternal family,” says Durand. 

“It doesn’t work doing it the other way around. If you go
buy something out of a nice sire, a modern sire, where the
mare is not very good, you’ll lose 99 per cent of the time. But if
you do it the other way around, the sire almost becomes sec-
ondary or insignificant to the whole equation.”

It’s why he had an old preference for King Conch and a
new preference for Revenue S offspring. Durand believed they
had quality mares bred to them, but since the general public
found the sires less attractive, they didn’t attract widespread
attention. He then scooped them up.

“It’s still all about the dams and that is the hardest thing
for people to understand,” says Durand. “I think too much
emphasis is put on the sire.”

Which is why Durand is critical of Canadian breeders.
Although he does mention that some of the top breeders

such as Warrawee Farm, Cool Creek Farm and a few others are
putting an emphasis on upgrading their mares and as a result
they have been rewarded with good prices, he says many
breeders are just not reinvesting enough money to buy quality
mares.

“A lot of them think they can still plug along with mares
that produce Grassroots winners and to me that is just not
good enough,” he says.

Durand is striving to have a top class trotter in his stable.
To him, it’s the pinnacle of the business. 

“There aren’t many of them around and they are like gold
when you do get them,” Durand says. “That brings me around
to Tall Cotton, who is knocking on the door of that kind of cal-
ibre horse, and we are hoping Whiskey Tax might step up to
the plate here as he gets older, too.”

Although it’s still early, a pair of recent yearling purchases
from the Lexington Select Sale has Durand excited.  He pur-
chased Hunkofburninlove for $75,000. He is an Ontario-sired
Muscle Mass colt out of the Balanced Image mare Armbro
Adored.

Rolls Blue Chip, a Credit Winner colt, who is out of Reven
Crown, a half-sister to Hambletonian winner Scarlet Knight,
cost $65,000.

If he thinks he can make a top trotter out of them, Durand
sets his sights on the aged trotting ranks. The sires stakes pro-
gramme is not at the top of his agenda. 

“I would rather win the Maple Leaf Trot for the prestige
over the Canadian Trotting Classic, even though it goes for less
money,” says Durand, of one of his prominent goals. 

“To me, it would be a pretty nice thing to win. Someday,
San Pail is not going to win it. Someday,” he says with chuckle.

Wilbur Wright, a U.S. airplane designer and aviation pio-
neer once said, “It is possible to fly without motors, but not
without knowledge and skill.” 

The horseman shares Wright’s wisdom. 
As Durand has shown, he certainly has the ear, knowledge

and ability to ascend to new heights in the sport. �
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“How can I expect my horse to be in
peak form in the summer if I am
grinding away in the winter? You don't
see San Pail racing every week. Even
though he is capable of steady winter
racing, Rod Hughes (the trainer of 
San Pail) knows the risks of bad 
management.” – Tom Durand



For more information please visit: 
9661 Trew Road, R.R.#1, Campbellcroft, ON L0A 1B0

(905) 797-2124 • Fax (905) 797-2081

Website: www.kendalhills.com • Email: office@kendalhills.com

A Predator Comes To Ontario…

p,2,1:51.4, 3,1:48.3-1:52.3h ($1,746,956)
Real Artist – Luxury Class – Jate LobellSouthwind Lynx

The Resume…
•	 $1 million Meadowlands Pace (over Tell All)

•	 $1 million Art Rooney (over Tell All)

•	 Oliver Wendell Holmes (1:48.3 on Hambletonian Day)

•	 James Dancer Memorial (1:52.3h at Freehold)

•	 Second in Cane Pace and Little Brown Jug elimination  
(timed 1:50.4h)

•	 International Stallion Stake winner at two (1:51.4)

•	 Six (6) miles in 1:50 or quicker

The Family
•	 Half-brother to Southwind Lark p,1:51f ($194,323).

•	 From Luxury Class p,3,1:54.4f ($101,632), a half-sister to 
Ultra Jet p,1:51.1 ($756,671), Jet Pace p,4,1:51.2f ($351,208), 
Execujet p,1:50.4 ($359,152), etc.  Great money winning family.

seRViCe Fee - $4,000
(multiple mare discounts to apply)

All Foals Ontario Sires Stakes Eligible.

“There are lots of reasons to breed to this horse.  Lynx had  
the determination that allowed him to win not one but two million 
dollar races at three.  A very durable horse he could keep on  
racing tomorrow.  And he has a great maternal line to go along 
with gorgeous looks. I’ll be breeding four or five mares myself.”

…trainer George TeaGue

“Lynx will always be special to me because he gave me my first 
million dollar win.  What a fast horse – if he came off cover he 
could just swoop the field.  I always liked his size, he’s not too big, 
not too small which may be made him so durable and able to get 
around every sized track.  I’ll take another like him any day.”

…driver Tim TeTRiCk
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